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this ideal was degraded in later times, until
we came to exalt a life of mere tyag (renun-
ciation) as such, and to place it at the top
of life's edifice as a goal, an end, and a
lighthouse. It is true the whole nation
never practised it, but that was because
it was impossible to do so. As many people
as wished to adopt it did adopt it, until
we find that to-day a good part of the nation
(sometimes estimated at one-fourth), having
abandoned all productive economic work,
engages itself in preaching the virtues of
vairdga (asceticism) and in making the people
believe that next to becoming a Sadhii
himself, the best thing for a man to do to
avoid damnation is to feed and maintain
SadMs.

I am afraid what I have said of Hinduism
is also more or less true of Mohammedanism
and of Christianity. So deep-rooted is
the sentiment that iconoclastic reforming
agencies like the Arya Samaj, the Brahmo
Samaj and the Vivekananda Mission among
the Hindus often drift in the same direction.
Their hymns and songs and prayers are
still brimful of that spirit. At the time when
English education began to be imported
into India, this fatal tendency towards the
negation of life was a substantial part